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Instructor: Bao Bui 







Email: longbui2@uic.edu 





Office Hours:  Friday 11AM-1PM appointment.
History 249: Civil War and Reconstruction
Fall 2020
(MW 3:00-4:15PM)

IMPORTANT: This syllabus is a written memorandum of understanding between you, the student, and me, your instructor.  The syllabus outlines both my obligations as your instructor and your responsibilities as a student. 

The point distribution, the course schedule, and course policies are subject to change in the event of illness or other emergency.

Course description:
The United States' civil war (1861-1865) and the years of postwar "reconstruction" (conventionally dated as 1865-1877). During this period as a whole, the nation underwent its second revolution -- a revolution more radical in its impact than the one that freed it from the British Empire. Much about U.S. history for the next century and more was decided during these critical years.  The course will cover the social, military, political, cultural, and economic aspects of this era in American history. 
Texts:
· Eric Foner, A Short History of Reconstruction, Harper Perennial (2015 edition, updated and abridged)
· James McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom, Oxford University Press (2003 edition)
· Additional documents, consisting of both primary and secondary sources, will be posted online. 

Course Requirements:  

· On Mondays throughout the semester there will be a short online quiz that students are required to take at the beginning of class.
· Students will submit a video of themselves providing oral commentary and critique of a popular YouTube video (5-7 minutes in length) on the Civil War.   
· There will be one short paper and two take-home essays during the course of the semester. Each essay will be based on both readings and lectures.  All essays must be typed and double-spaced.  Further instructions will appear on each essay sheet. 

Grading

Weekly Voicethread

100 points

Short paper 1 (2 pages)
100 points
Assigned after Lecture 7
VoiceThread video (5 min)
200 points
Assigned after Lecture 12
Essay paper 2 (6-7 pages)
300 points
Assigned after Lecture 18
Essay paper 3 (6-7 pages)
300 points
Assigned after Lecture 28
TOTAL


1000 points
Attendance policy

 Your presence in our online classroom and discussion board is an integral part of the course. 

E-mail policy

I will reply to most email inquiries within 24 hours of receiving them; however, I am not obliged to respond to emails outside of 9am – 5pm, Monday to Friday.

I will communicate with you in a professional and courteous manner. You are expected to do the same.  I will respond only to emails that 1) are sent from your university account and 2) have a proper salutation (“Hi/Dear Prof./Dr. B”) and a closing salutation (“Your full name”). If you do not get a response to your email inquiry, check your email to make sure it is up to professional standards.

Academic integrity
As an academic community, UIC is committed to providing an environment in which research, learning, and scholarship can flourish and in which all endeavors are guided by academic and professional integrity.  All members of the campus community – students, staff, faculty, and administrators – share the responsibility of insuring that these standards are upheld so that such an environment exists.  All work in this class shall be the work of each student alone. In cases of identified academic dishonesty the student may receive a grade of F for the assignment.  Instances of academic misconduct by students will be handled pursuant to the Student Disciplinary Policy
Definition of academic dishonesty: Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit.
Disability Accommodation and Access

UIC is committed to maintaining a barrier-free environment so that all students with disabilities can fully access programs, courses, services, and activities at UIC. Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access to and/or participation in this course are welcome, but must be registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC). You may contact DRC at 312-413-2183 (v) or 773-649-4535(VP/Relay) and consult the DRC Guide to Accommodations.  I will try my hardest to prioritize access in the development and delivery of the course, but please let me know if you have an access need that is not being met.   

Accessibility: We understand that there will be a need for flexibility and leniency, especially in regards to everyone having remote access to the technology they need to engage effectively with our class. Some people may have issues accessing the internet / wifi, may not have adequate technology, or may be joining from different time-zones entirely. If you are not able to attend the synchronous meetings please contact me and we will work together to find ways to accomodate or assist you so you can still participate in the course, even if it is not “in person”. For any other accommodations or needs related to ability or access during synchronous online class sessions, please contact me and I will work with you to make sure your needs are met. 

Mental Health

As an institution, UIC is invested in the mental health and wellbeing of all of our students, faculty and staff. We believe that promoting the wellbeing of our students is a necessary and integral part of learning. If you are experiencing challenges related to your mental health or overall wellbeing, please utilize campus resources and reach out to faculty, mentors, advisors, peers, and counselors whom you trust. If you would like formal counseling services, the UIC Counseling Services is located in room 2010 of SSB (Student Services Building) and the phone number is 312-996-3490. A comprehensive list of additional campus resources can be found here and is available on Blackboard. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you are struggling. 

Your General Well-Being and Mental and Physical Health: This mode of working remotely can be quite isolating. I want to assure you that you’re not alone; you are part of a community here at UIC and in this classroom. It’s important to take care of yourself.  Take breaks and get some fresh air, try to stay positive, write down one thing you are grateful for every day, reach out to your peers, try to eat well and sleep well. I will periodically survey the class to check in on your well-being as I understand how challenging it is to stay motivated in this learning environment. If you become genuinely ill, and in particular if you are found to be infected with COVID-19, please let me know immediately so we can make arrangements to accommodate missed classes or assignments. 

Safe & Inclusive Class Environment

This classroom will be an open, safe and inclusive space. That means that our language and behavior will reflect our respect for all of our peers, and demonstrate compassion for all identities. This looks like: listening non-judgmentally, speaking only to our own experiences, using desired gender pronouns, speaking with inclusive language (e.g. avoiding ableist language), and validating the experiences of others. We will set class norms at the beginning of the semester. We will also “assume best intentions”, meaning we will assume that our fellow classmates do not intend to hurt us with their dialogue, and we can address an issue or educate others without attacking their intent or character.

I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate/preferred name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.

Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s preferred name. However, I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.

I would like to create a learning environment for my students that supports a diversity of thoughts, perspectives and experiences, and honors your identities (including race, gender, class, sexuality, religion, ability, etc.) To help accomplish this, if you have a name and/or set of pronouns that differ from those that appear in your official UIC records, please let me know.

Religious Holidays

Students who wish to observe their religious holidays should notify me by the tenth day of the semester of the date when they will be absent unless the religious holiday is observed on or before the tenth day of the semester. In such cases, the student should notify me at least five days in advance of the date when he/she will be absent. I will make every reasonable effort to honor the request, not penalize the student for missing the class, and if an examination or project is due during the absence, give the student an exam or assignment equivalent to the one completed by those students in attendance. If the student feels aggrieved, he/she may request remedy through the campus grievance procedure. 

Religious holidays calendar: http://oae.uic.edu/religious-calendar/
COURSE CALENDAR

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignment

	Part I: Origins, 1619-1860 (20%)

	Week 1
	Mon. Aug. 24th     
	1. Firepower in a historical perspective
	· McPherson: Prologue

	
	Wed. Aug. 26th       
	2. Slavery in a historical perspective
	· McPherson: Chapter 1

· Article: Alex Tizon’s “My Family’s Slave” (2017)

	

	Week 2
	Mon. Aug. 31st      
	3. Half-slave, half free: America 1787-1854
	· McPherson: Chapter 2
· Document: W. L. Garrison’s The Liberator (1831) Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman” (1851) 

	
	Wed. Sept. 2nd       
	4. The world that the slaves made
	· McPherson: Chapters 3-4

· Document: George Fitzhugh’s defense of slavery (1850)

	

	Week 3
	Mon. Sept. 7th      
	LABOR DAY 
	

	
	Wed. Sept. 9th       
	5. Bleeding Kansas and John Brown
	· McPherson: Chapters 5-6

· Document: John Brown’s last letter (1859)

	Part II: “Forever Free,” 1861-1862 (30%)

	Week 4
	Mon. Sept. 14th       
	6. From ballots to bombardment: The Election of 1860 and Fort Sumter
	· McPherson: Chapters 7-8

· Documents: South Carolina declaration of secession (1860) and Lincoln’s 1st inaugural address (1861)

	
	Wed. Sept. 16th    
	7. Manassas and the Border States
	· McPherson: Chapters 9-11

· Document: John C. Fremont’s emancipation in Missouri (1861)
· Assignment: Short paper

	

	Week 5
	Mon. Sept. 21st       
	8. The blockade and Europe
	· McPherson: Chapters 11-12

	
	Wed. Sept. 23rd   
	9. The River War in the West
	· McPherson: Chapter 13

	

	Week 6
	Mon. Sept. 28th        
	10. Tactics, technologies, and strategies of war 
	· McPherson: Chapter 14

· Document: Clausewitz’s On War (1832)

	
	Wed. Sept. 30th     
	11. Settling down to war, 1862
	· McPherson: Chapter 15, 17

	

	Week 7
	Mon. Oct. 5th     
	12. Debating the Emancipation Proclamation:
	· McPherson: Chapters 16

· Article: Ira Berlin’s “Who Freed the Slaves?” (1997) [pg. 139-151]
· Assignment: Video commentary

	
	Wed. Oct. 7th      
	13. Death, disease, and medical care
	· Document: Cornelia Hancock’s letter from a military hospital (1863)

	

	Week 8
	Mon. Oct. 12th      
	14. The war transforms the South
	· McPherson: Chapter 18-19
· Document: Mary Chesnut’s diary (1865)

	
	Wed. Oct. 14th      
	15. The Northern home front 
	· McPherson: Chapter 20



	Part III: “This Mighty Scourge of War,” 1863-1865 (30%)

	Week 9
	Mon. Oct. 19th  
	16. “The universe of battle,” 1863 (I)
	· McPherson: Chapter 21



	
	Wed. Oct. 21st       
	17. The lives of Johnny Reb and Billy Yank
	· Document: Selected passages from soldiers’ letters

	

	Week 10
	Mon Oct. 26th      
	18. “The universe of battle,” 1863 (II)
	· McPherson: Chapter 22
· Assignment: 1st essay

	
	Wed. Oct. 28th     
	19. TBD by students
	· McPherson: Chapter 23

	

	Week 11
	Mon. Nov. 2nd      
	20. Black soldiers in blue
	· Document: Adjutant General on use of Colored Troops (1863)

	
	Wed. Nov 4th      
	21. “Slow and bloody going,” 1864
	· McPherson: Chapter 24-25

	

	Week 12
	Mon. Nov. 9th     
	22. Atlanta and the re-election of Lincoln
	· McPherson: Chapters 26-27



	
	Wed. Nov. 11th     
	23. Endgame in northern Virginia
	· McPherson: Chapter 28 and Epilogue

· Documents: Lincoln’s 2nd inaugural address (1865) & General Lee’s farewell to the Army of Northern Virginia (1865)

	Part IV: Reconstruction, 1865-1877 (20%)

	Week 13
	Mon. Nov. 16th     
	24. The curious case of Confederate emancipation
	· Foner: Chapters 1-2
· Document: Confederate General Cleburne advocates arming the slaves (1864)

	
	Wed. Nov. 18th      
	25. The roots of Reconstruction
	· Foner: Chapters 3-4

	

	Week 14
	Mon. Nov. 23rd    
	26. The Freepeople and the plantation class
	· Foner: Chapters 5-6
· Document: “Address of a Negro convention” (1865)

	
	Wed. Nov. 25th        
	27. Republican rule in the South
	· Foner: Chapters 7-9

	

	Week 15
	Mon. Nov. 30th   
	28. The assault on Reconstruction 
	· Foner: Chapters 10-11
· Document: Plessy vs. Ferguson (1886)
· Assignment: 2nd essay

	
	Wed. Dec. 2nd   
	29. Conclusion: From emancipation to BLM
	· Foner: Chapter 12 and Epilogue
· Document: “BLM and Statues” (BBC)

	

	Week 16
	   Wed. Dec. 9th 
	Finals week
	Congratulations! You’ve done the smart move of looking at the last item on the syllabus.  Now email me by Sept. 1 a picture of an ice cream truck to show me that you did what you were supposed to do.

	
	
	
	


List of possible topics (to be chosen by students for Wed. Oct. 28)

· Women soldiers in the Civil War

· Naval warfare in the 19th century

· Immigrants and foreigners in the Civil War armies

· Artillery and engineering

· The Civil War in memory and movies

· A global perspective: The American Civil War in the age of empire- and nation-building

· Civil War veterans and the social welfare state
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