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“Refugees and the Creation of Modern Citizenship in the Polish Second Republic ,” invited keynote 

presentation, Department of History, University of Warsaw, March 16, 2023. 

“Borders and Bordering in the Polish Second Republic: Refugees and the Shaping of Modern 

Citizenship,” invited presentation, The Unlikely Refugee Working Group, Thomas Masaryk 

Institute, Charles University, January 25, 2023. 

“Negotiated Filtration: The Surprising Fate of Post Imperial Civil Servants in the Polish Second 
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“Borders and Bordering in the Polish Second Polish Republic: Refugees and the Shaping of Modern 
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Citizens Subjectivity,” Between Kyiv and Vienna: Histories of People, Ideas, and Objects in 

Circulation and Motion, IWM Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, Austria, December 4-7, 

2019.  

“Invisible Voices: Prostitutes, Refugees, and the Construction of Subjectivities in Modern East-Central 

Europe,” Keynote lecture, Graduate Student Workshop, Between Kyiv and Vienna: Histories of 

People, Ideas, and Objects in Circulation and Motion, IWM Institute for Human Sciences, 

Vienna, Austria, December 7, 2019.  

“Borders and Bordering in the Polish Second Republic: The Role of Refugees in the Shaping of Modern 

Citizenship,” Association for East European and Eurasian Studies, 51st Annual Convention, San 

Francisco, November 25, 2019. 

“How Galicia Became Polish: Constructing Borders in Post-Imperial Space,” The War that Never Ended: 

Postwar Continuity and New Challenges in the Aftermath of the Habsburg and Ottoman Empires, 

1918-1923, Kraków, Poland, October 24-26, 2019.  

“Internal Frontiers:  Citizen Denunciations and the Construction of Belonging in the Polish Second 

Republic 1918-1923,” Invited lecture, Corcoran Department of History, University of Virginia, 

February 28, 2019. 

“From Empire to Nation: Everyday Forms of Ethnic Unmixing in the Polish Second Republic,” 

Conference on the Second Republic – Othering Poland, Institute of History, University of 

Warsaw, October 18-19, 2018. 

“Violence by Other Means: Citizen Denunciations and Internment Camps in Poland, 1918-1923,” 

German Historical Institute, University of Vilnius, October 10, 2018. 

“The Great Un-Mixing:  Refugees, Repatriates and the Definition of Citizenship in the New Poland, 

1918-1924,” Invited lecture, University of Viadrina, Frankfurt an der Oder, Germany, June 21, 

2018. 

 “The Meanings of Polish Independence, 1918,” roundtable participant. Polish American Library 
Association, Loyola University, April 28, 2018. 

“Refugees, Returnees, and Repatriation: Defining Citizenship in the Second Polish Republic,” 

Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Chicago, IL, November 10, 2017. 

 “Refugees, Returnees and Repatriates: Defining Citizenship in the New Polish State, 1918-1924,” 

Institute for East European History, University of Vienna, Austria, June 20, 2017. 

“Citizenship and Belonging: Mobility and Migration in the Polish Second Republic,” Fourth Annual 

Hejna Polish Studies Conference, University of Illinois at Chicago, April 24-25, 2017. 

 “Migration Agents, Trafficking, and the State,” Workshop on Global History, Digital Collaboration, and 

the History of Trafficking, Centre for History and Economics, Cambridge University, February 

24-25, 2017. 

 “Ravishers or Tradesmen: Understanding East European Jewish Traffickers at Home and Abroad,” 

Association for the Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Annual Convention, Washington, 

D.C., November 16-19, 2016. 
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“Sex in the Bourgeois Family: Prostitution and the Middle-Class Home in Partitioned Poland,” Backus 

Memorial Lecture, Russian and East European Studies, Kansas University, Lawrence, October 3, 

2016. 

“Social Deviance as Sexual Deviance: The Prostitute as the Polish Inside “Other,” 2016 ASEEES-MAG 

Summer Convention, L’viv, Ukraine, June 26-28, 2016. 

“Return Migration and Social Disruption in Postwar Poland: A Reassessment of the Impact of 

Returnees,” People(s) on the Move: Refugees and Immigration Regimes in Central and Eastern 

Europe during the 20th Century, Imre Kertesz Kolleg, June 9-10, 2016. 

“Return Migrants and the Disruption of Social Hierarchies in Rural Poland, 1880-1920,” Association for 

Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Philadelphia, November 19-22, 2015. 

“Sex at the Border: Trafficking as a Migration Problem in Partitioned Poland,” Conference on Human 

Trafficking, Labor Migration, and Migration Control in Comparative Historical Perspective, 

University of Chicago Pozen Family Center for Human Rights, October 16-17, 2015. 

“Sex Trafficking and Labour Migration: Genesis of a Panic in Eastern Europe,” Trafficking, Smuggling, 

and Illicit Migration in Historical Perspective,” Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities, London, 

June 18-20, 2015. 

“Peasants into Poles: Return Migration and the Meanings of Transnational Polishness,” International 

conference on Poles/Polish/Polishness: Variations on (National) Identity, Warsaw, Poland, June 

12-13, 2015. 

“The Intimate Zones of Urban Life: Sex in the Fin-de-siècle Bourgeois Home,” Cities East and West 

Conference: New Maps for Research, Chopin Theatre, Chicago, April 13-14, 2015. 

“Return Migration and the Creation of a Transatlantic Polish Culture,” Third Annual Timothy Wiles 

Memorial Lecture in Polish Studies, Indiana University, March 10, 2015. 

“Sex in the Bourgeois Family: Prostitution and the Middle-Class Home in Partitioned Poland,” University 

of Wisconsin Center for Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, February 12, 2015. 

Invited lecture: “Sex at the Border: Trafficking as a Migration Problem in Partitioned Poland,” Duke 

University, October 26, 2014. 

“Re-Emigrants and the Disruption of Social Hierarchy in the Second Republic: A Study of Subcultures in 

the Polish Village,” Hybrid Identity in East-Central Europe, 20th Century and Beyond: Advancing 

the Newly Defined Concept of ‘Sub-Culture,” Cracow, September 12-13, 2014. 

“Jews, Migration Agents and the Sex Trade: Undoing the Nationalist Perspective,” Fourth European 

Congress on World and Global History, Paris, September 10, 2014. 

“Race Science in Partitioned Poland: How Physicians Defined the Contours of the Modern Nation,” The 

History of Science, Race and Empire in Central and Eastern Europe Workshop, Central European 

University, Budapest, February 21-22, 2014. 

“Saving Children the Polish Way: Building the Nation through Foundling Care in Partitioned Poland,” 

Paupers in the Midst of Others, International Workshop, Bucharest, Romania, October 3-4, 2013. 

“Purity and Danger: East European Eugenics and the Prostitute’s Body,” Midwest Historians of East 

Central Europe Workshop, Chicago, Illinois, April 11-12, 2013. 

“Sex Trafficking as a Migration Problem in Partitioned Poland,” Association for Slavic, East European, 

and Eurasian Studies, New Orleans, Louisiana, November 15-18, 2012. 

Invited participant: “The Commodification of Sex in Partitioned Poland: International Trafficking and the 

Construction of a Luxury Good,” Commodities and Culture in the “Other” Europe, University of 

Texas – March 9-10, 2012. 

“Jews as Rural Mediators: Triangulating the Peasant-Jewish-Noble Relationship in Nineteenth Century 

Galicia,” Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., December 18-20, 

2011. 

“Female Philanthropy and the Shadow State in Partitioned Poland,” Association for Slavic, East 

European, and Eurasian Studies, Washington D.C., November 19, 2011. 

Invited participant: "East European History: The State of the Field," Stanford University, September 17-

18, 2010. 

"Engendering East European History," invited four-part lecture series, Institute of History, Jagiellonian 

University, Krakow, Poland, March 8-12, 2010. 
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"Polish-Jewish Relations: A Thousand Year Conversation," invited lecture for the Wyatt Exploration 

Program: Poland between East and West, University of Michigan, Flint, October 16, 2009. 

"Poles, Jews, and the Human Trafficking Nexus in L'viv: Reading the White Slavery Panic in Turn-of-

the-Century Galicia," Sex in the Cities: Prostitution, White Slaving, and Sexual Minorities in 

Eastern and Central Europe, June 12-13, 2009, Center for Urban History of East Central Europe, 

Lviv, Ukraine.  

“Moral Panic and the Prostitute” and “The Physician and the Fallen Woman,” invited lectures, jointly 

sponsored by the Department of History and the Gender Studies Program, Northern Illinois 

University, March 18, 2009. 

“Rescue in the Polish Countryside: Politics and Differentiation in the Occupied Village,” invited lecture, 

Polish Studies Endowment, University of Washington, February 12, 2009. 

Keynote lecture: Workshop on “From Cooperative Organization to the Corporate State—Different Roads 

to Economic and Political Development.” Organized by the Baltic Studies Institute, Sodertorn, 

Sweden. Paper: “Inclusion and Exclusion: Peasant Cooperatives and Authoritarian Politics in 

Galician Poland.” Lublin, Poland, September 24-26, 2008. 

 “Moral Panic and the Prostitute in Partitioned Poland.” 40th Annual Convention of the American 

Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Philadelphia, November 20-23, 2008. 
 “Combating Prostitution in the Polish Lands: The Rise of the Medical Ethical and Eugenics Response,” 

American Historical Association Annual Convention, Washington, D.C., January 3-6. 2008. 

“Eugenics and the Fallen Woman: Policing Prostitution in Partitioned Poland,” 39th National Convention 

of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, New Orleans, November 15-

18, 2007. 

“Prostitution and Social Control: Medical Doctors and the Regulation of Prostitution in the Polish Lands.” 

38th Annual Convention of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies. 

Washington, D.C., November 16-19, 2006.  

“Ethnic Purity and the Jewish Subject: Prostitution and National Public Space in the Polish Borderlands, 

1880-1910.” Invited Participant: Borderlands Workshop, Brown University, May 23-24, 2006. 

Invited lecture: “‘Out of the Shadows:’ Prostitution and its Meanings in the Turn-of-the-Century Polish 

Lands,” University of Virginia, Charlottesville, April 7, 2006. 

Invited Lecture: “Prostitution as a Social Phenomenon in the Polish Lands, 1880-1920,” Department of 

History, Jagiellonian University, March 7, 2006. 

“Individual Agency and Permeable Social Borders: Public Perceptions of White Slavery in 19th Century 

Galicia,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January 

5-8, 2006. 

 “Jews, Anti-Semitism, and the Sex-Trade in Turn-of-the Century Poland,” 37th Annual convention of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, November 3-6, 2005. 

Invited lecture: “’Women about Whom One Does Not Speak’: Prostitution and the Articulation of a 

National Public Space in 19th Century Poland,” Horizons of Knowledge Lecture Series, Indiana 

University, March 25, 2005. 

“Sexual Deviance or Rational Choice: Understanding Prostitution in Early Twentieth-Century Poland,” 

35th Annual Convention of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, 

November 20-23, 2003. 

“Polish Jews or Jewish Poles? The Resurrection of Jewish Communities in Post-Communist Poland,” 

invited lecture, Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies, Wayne State University, November 10, 

2003. 

“Modern Anti-Semitism in the Polish Countryside: Understanding the Origins of the 1898 Galician 

Pogroms,” 15th Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, September 14-15, 

2003. 

“The Resurgence of Jewish Life and Culture in East Central Europe,” Haddasah, East Lansing Chapter, 

Shaarey Zedek, February 12, 2003. 

“Beyond the ‘Matka Polka’: Prostitution and the Redefinition of Gender Roles in Fin de Siecle Poland, 

34th Annual Conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, 

Pittsburgh, PA, November 21-24, 2002. 
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“Country Maidens, City Workers: Prostitution and the Public Sphere in Turn-of-the-Century Poland, 

1870-1914," Conference on Gender, University of Łódź, Poland. September 20-22, 2002. 

“Priests, Merchants and Political Activists: The Rise of Modern Anti-Semitism in the Galician Polish 

Countryside,” Conference on Anti-Semitism and its Opponents in Modern Poland, West Virginia 

University, Morgantown, WV, June 17-18, 2002. 

“Making the Private Public: Marja Dulebianka’s Illegal Campaign to the 1908 Galician Sejm.” 33rd 

Annual Conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Crystal 

City, Virginia, November 15-18, 2001. 

“Defining the Nation through Historiography: Polish Historians and the Fate of the Habsburg Monarchy. 

German Studies Association Conference. Crystal City, Virginia, October 4-7, 2001. 

“Gender and the Public Sphere in Nineteenth Century Poland: Nationalism, Maternalism, and the 

Promotion of an Equal Rights Agenda,” 32nd National Convention of the American Association 

for the Advancement of Slavic Studies.  Denver, Colorado, November 9-12, 2000. 

“Witchcraft and Identity in the Nineteenth-Century Polish Village.”  31st National Convention of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies.  St. Louis, Missouri, November 

18-21, 1999. 

“The Feminization of the Polish Intelligentsia: Uses of Nationalism among Educated Women in the 

Nineteenth Century.”  Berkshire Conference on the History of Women. Rochester, New York, 

June 4-6, 1999. 

"'To the Village!'  Female Intellectuals in the Polish Countryside, 1860-1914."  29th National Convention 

of the AAASS in Seattle, November 20-23, 1997. 

"The Roots of Gendered Activism in Poland:  Middle Class Women and the Construction of a Female 

National Identity before World War One."  Genders, Bodies, Borders Conference.  University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor.  October 24-26, 1997. 

"Popular Culture and the Public Sphere: The Case of Nineteenth-Century Galician Poland."  28th 

National Convention of the AAASS. Boston, November 1996. 

"Village Elites and the Transformation of Political Culture in Nineteenth Century Poland."  Symposium 

on Cultural Studies of Eastern Europe and Eurasia.  Ann Arbor, Michigan, April 19-20, 1996. 

"The Peasant Vision of the Polish Nation."  27th National Convention of the AAASS, Washington, DC, 

October 26-29, 1995. 

 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 

 

2024   Review committee, Fulbright Senior Scholar Award 

2024-present  Board of Editors, Purdue University Press, Central European Studies series 

2022-present  Board of Editors, Routledge Press, Poland and the World series 

2023   Halecki Book Prize Committee, Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in 

   America 

2019 - 2022   Board of Editors, American Historical Review 
2019 - 2020  Chair, Reginald Zelnik Book Prize in History Committee, Association for Slavic,  

   East European, and Eurasian Studies 

2018 - 2022   President, Polish Studies Association 

2018  - present  Member of editorial review board, Polish Studies Series, Academic Studies Press  

2019 -    Manuscript review for University of Warsaw Press 

2019 -    Project proposal review for Imre Kertesz Kolleg, Jena, Germany. 

2018  -   Review of project proposals for Austrian Science Fund 

2016  - 2017  Chair, Program Committee, 2017 ASEEES Annual Convention 

 

Reviewed manuscripts for Slavic Review, American Historical Review, Comparative Studies in Society 

and History, Austrian History Review, Nationalities Papers, Nations and Nationalism, The 

Journal of Modern European History, The Polish Review, Russian Review, Nationalism and 

Ethnic Politics, Ab Imperio, Region, Gender and History, Journal of Women’s History, East 
European Politics and Society, Gal-Ed, and Aspasia; Stanford University Press, Cornell 
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University Press, Central European University Press, Routledge, Northern Illinois University 

Press  

 

Tenure and promotion reports for University of Wisconsin, University of Maryland, University of Illinois 

at Champaign-Urbana, University of Michigan – Dearborn, University of Texas at El Paso, Kings 

College- London, Hunter College, Southern Illinois University, University of Connecticut, and 

Temple University   

 

PEDAGOGY 

Courses Taught     

                                                                       

Refugees and Forced Migration in Historical Context (graduate seminar) 

Comparative History of Migration (graduate seminar) 

Post-Imperial Topographies: Rediscovering Galicia  

The Polish Home Front in the Second World War 

The Polish Diaspora 

History of Poland 

History of Modern East Central Europe 

History of European Jews 

The “Revolutions” of 1989 (undergraduate seminar) 

Politics and Culture of East Central Europe 

Crime, Disease, and Sexual Deviance in Eastern Europe 1900 

The Collapse of Yugoslavia (undergraduate seminar) 

The Many Faces of Modern Poland (study abroad seminar) 

Eastern Europe: 1900 

Polish-Jewish Relations in the Modern Period 

East European Jewish Responses to Modernity 

History of the Holocaust 

Western Civilization from 1615 to the Present 

European History from 1815 to the Present 

From Empire to Nation (graduate seminar) 

Gender and Sexuality in Modern Europe (graduate seminar) 

Historiography of Modern East Central Europe (graduate seminar) 

History of Modern Europe (graduate seminar) 

Historical Methodologies 

 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

Fellowships, Grants and Honors 

 

2022-23 Fulbright Research Fellowship, Warsaw University 

2019  Shirley Bill Teaching Award, Department of History, University of Illinois Chicago 

2016  Joan Kelly Prize for best book on gender history, American Historical Association 

2016  Heldt Prize for best book on in Slavic/East European/Eurasian Slavic Studies,  

  Association for East European and Eurasian Studies 

2016  Halecki Prize for best book in Polish history, Polish Institute for Arts and Sciences in  

  America 

2002  Orbis Prize Awardee (The Nation in the Village) for Outstanding Book in Polish Studies 

2001  Kussy Scholarship for Holocaust Research. James Madison College, M.S.U. 

1996  All University Research Grant, MSU 

1995  IREX Short Term Travel Grant (Poland) 

1994  American Council of Teachers of Russian, Research Fellowship (Ukraine) 

1994  Summer Research Fellowship, University of Northern Iowa 

1991-92 American Council of Learned Societies, Dissertation Fellowship 
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1990-91 American Council of Learned Societies, Dissertation Fellowship 

1989-90 International Research and Exchanges Board, Research Fellowship (Poland) 

1988-89 Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship (Polish) 

1988  Foreign Language Area Studies Summer Language Fellowship (Polish)  

1985  Foreign Language Area Studies Summer Language Fellowship (Russian)  
 

Administrative Experience 

 

2019-2022  Director of Graduate Studies, Department of History, University of Illinois Chicago 

2023-25, Department Executive Committee, University of Illinois Chicago 

2018-2021,  

2014-2016 

2011-17 Study Abroad lead, Post-Galician Topographies, Cracow, Poland, 

2012  External Reviewer, Department of History, University of Kentucky 

2011-2012, Graduate Advisory Committee, University of Illinois at Chicago 

2014-1016 

2010-2013 Orbis Prize Committee for Outstanding book in Polish Studies, American Society 

  for East European and Eurasian Studies 

2010 -  Co-Director, Polish Studies programming, University of Illinois at Chicago 

2009-2010 Interim Chair, Department of History, Michigan State University 

2009  Joint organizer: “Sex in the City: Prostitution, White Slavery, and Sexual Minorities in 

   Eastern and Central Europe,” International Conference, L’viv, Ukraine, June 12-13,  

2009 

2008  Established international faculty and student exchange between MSU Center for 

European Studies, Gender Center, Jewish Studies and Jagiellonian University in Cracow 

2005-2009 Associate Chair and Director of Graduate Studies, Department of History, Michigan State 

University 

2009  Research Fellowship, Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies, University of  

Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

2007-2010 Member of Board, Polish Studies Association, American Association for the  

Advancement of Slavic Studies 

2008  Dean’s Advisory Committee to select associate dean for research, MSU 

2007-09 MSU Fulbright Selection Committee 

2007  Orbis Prize Committee for Outstanding Book in Polish Studies, American  

  Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies 

2005-07 Chair, Polish Studies Association, Book Prize Committee 

2005-8, 1993-7 Department Executive Committee, MSU 

2005-8, 1996    Department Appointments Committee, MSU 

2005-8, 1995-7 Department Graduate Committee, MSU 

2005-8, 2001-3 Advisory Committee, Center for European and Russian Studies, MSU 

2006-8  Internal Review Committee, Department of History, MSU 

2006  Publicity Committee, Department of History, MSU 

2002-10 Core Faculty, Jewish Studies Program, MSU 

2003-05 Barbara Jelavich Book Prize Committee, American Association for the 

Advancement of Slavic Studies  

2003-4  Study Abroad Coordinator, Jews and Poles in Eastern Europe, Cracow, Poland 

2002-4  Director, Jewish Studies Program, Michigan State University 

 

 

Research languages 

 

Polish, German, Russian 
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